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moved; and Marshal G&rard took six divisions across the
frontier into Belgium with a pleasant flavour of old cam-
paigns (but with a comforting absence of risk). They
headed straight for Antwerp, where the Dutch, commanded
by an officer with the inauspicious name of Chasse, waited
behind their guns. The Belgian army, by a wise precaution,
was detailed to watch for an invasion which was unlikely to
arrive. Whilst Europe waited, England plunged into the
questionable delights of a General Election; and when the
first reformed Parliament was elected, Palmerstoix, deserting
the uneventful shades of Blechingley, wooed his country
neighbours, drove out to Ringwood, and came in by the new
dispensation for South Hampshire. At Antwerp G6rard
besieged the Dutch en regie. Trenches were opened and
fascines filled under a dropping fire; a lunette was stormed;
and, Dutch honour satisfied, the place surrendered. So, to
an accompaniment of " chuckling at Brookes's and great
exultation among the Whigs," Belgium was completed in
the last week of 1832.

The year was lively under milder skies, where Austria
marched stiffly down the white Italian roads. His problem
had been simpler in Belgium, where Palmerston was merely
concerned to secure the integrity and independence of a
territory vitally important to Great Britain. In Italy his
objects were more complex, since his main anxiety was to
avert an Austrian invasion, which might provoke the French
and would certainly diminish the slender liberties of the
Italians. Such intervention must be checked; and to check
it he was prepared to intervene in the name of non-inter-
vention, which Talleyrand defined with wicked glee as mot
m&taphysique et politique qui signifie & peu pr&s la meme
chose qu* intervention. That had been Mr. Canning's mood;
and Palmerston had already joined a Conference in 1831,
" not to assist either the French or Austrian influence in
Itajy, but to endeavour to restore tranquillity and order in
the Papal States in such a manner as not to increase in those
states either the one of these influences or the other." The
Powers conferred, while Palmerston held France and Austria
apart, warning the French that it was scarcely worth their
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